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GEOLINGUISTIC RESEARCH AT THE BEGINNING 

OF THE 21ST CENTURY: 
DATA AND PRELIMINARY RESULTS



„Šiuolaikiniai geolingvistikos tyrimai 

Lietuvoje: punktų tinklo optimizacija ir 

interaktyvioji tarminės informacijos sklaida“
(Projekto kodas VP1-3.1-ŠMM-07-K-01-028)

“Modern Research of Geolinguistics in Lithuania: The 

Optimisation of the Network of Points and Interactive 

Spread of Dialectal Information” 
(Code of Project VP1-3.1-ŠMM-07-K-01-028)



THE MAIN AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

OF THE RESEARCH (1):

to collect as well as to publish new 

data from all the central and 

peripheral Lithuanian dialects;

to specify the boundaries of dialects and subdialects of the 

Lithuanian language; 

to collect digital / audio recordings (6 interviewers in every 

existing point) and the most important sociolinguistic data 

(questionnaires) from all the areas of the Lithuanian language;



THE MAIN AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

OF THE RESEARCH (2):

to perform an initial analysis of the data. Based on the results, 

prepare and publish a new atlas;

to compile a database (archive and new interactive map) of 
digital recordings as well as sociolinguistic and geolinguistic 
dialectal data of Lithuanian dialects of the beginning of the 21st 
century. 



Lithuanian dialects: the Network of Points
(735 points in Lithuania and 15 points abroad) 



(INTERACTIVE)  SPREAD AND AVAILABILITY 

OF DIALECTAL INFORMATION

DATA (1)

digital / audio recordings, 

questionnaires, 

photos (+linguistic view), 

written data / resources (digitalized), 

initial analysis of the data (maps, matrices, etc.) 
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(INTERACTIVE)  SPREAD AND AVAILABILITY 

OF DIALECTAL INFORMATION

DATA (2)

ARCHIVE OF LITHUANIAN DIALECTS OF THE 

BEGINNING OF THE 21ST CENTURY

(all data is available at the Institute of the Lithuanian Language);

INTERACTIVE DATABASE in internet www.tarmes.lt
(part of information is available).



(INTERACTIVE)  SPREAD AND AVAILABILITY 

OF DIALECTAL INFORMATION

DATA (3)

AVAILABILITY OF DATA 
VIA INTERNET

www.tarmes.lt



www.tarmes.lt



www.tarmes.lt (įrašų pavyzdžiai iš įvairių vietų)



www.tarmes.lt 



www.tarmes.lt 



www.tarmes.lt 



www.tarmes.lt



Circle of changes in language / dialect
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Lithuanian dialects: the Network of Points
(735 points in Lithuania and 15 points abroad) 



4 destinies of living points (I)

 VITAL (the numerous speakers, three generations, etc.)

 VITAL with the change of center 

 DISAPPEARING (few speakers, only old generation)

 EXTINCT (no speakers)



4 destinies of living points (II)

Promising 
future

Vital 
Vital with 
the change 
of center 



4 destinies of living points (III)

Non-viable

Disappearing Extinct 



4 destinies of living points

SOUTHERN AUKŠTAITIANS

49; 61%

2; 2%

29; 36%

1; 1%

Vital
Disappearing



4 destinies of living points
THE EASTERN AUKŠTAITIAN UTENA SUBDIALECT

43; 61%

5; 7%

20; 28%

3; 4%

Vital
Disappearing



4 destinies of living points
THE EASTERN AUKŠTAITIAN PANEVĖŽYS 

SUBDIALECT

61%14%

11%

14%

Vital

Disappearing



Some remarks to conclude

Different subdialects show the similar tendencies of 

change;

Approx. 60 % of living points are still vital;

Approx. 30 % of living points are disappearing;

We still have the same net of living points, just some 

dialects have decreasing number of points.
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